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First
Steps

If you have already measured the room and
bought your wallcovering from the NDPA
store where you bought this book just skip
along to Tools 'n Tips. If you don’t already
have your wallcovering follow these instruc-
tions and take your measurements to your
NDPA dealer. (Also, if convenient, take a
swatch of carpeting or drapery or upholstery
fabric for color coordinating. In fact, take in
anything that you may wish to coordinate
with your wallcoverings. Your NDPA dealer
can match practically anything with the right
wallcovering color, pattern and style).

30 Is The Magic Number

Wallcoverings are packaged by the bolt. Each bolt contains two or three rolls of
wallcoverings. The width of the rolls varies the most common widths being
20-1/2",21", 24", 27" and 28"'. Regardless of width, each single roll contains 36
square feet of wallcovering and will cover approximately 30 square feet of wall or
ceiling surface. The only exceptions are the Euro 1-1/2 and 2-roll bolts. These
may contain slightly less square footage than American-made rolls. With the
average eight-foot ceiling you usually get 3 or 4 full ceiling-to-floor strips from a
2-roll bolt. By using the 30 square foot figure as a basis for measurement, you'll
have enough wallcovering to allow for matching patterns. (More about matching
on page 6).

How to Measure

Use a yardstick or steel tape, not a cloth tape measure.

Take measurements in feet.

Muiltiply the height by the distance around the room. Then divide by 30.

From this result subtract one-half roll for each normal size window and door. You
now have the number of rolls you'll need.

Example: The distance around the room is 48 ft. The height is 8 ft. There are two
windows and one door.

48 x 8 = 384 sq. ft. wall area. 384 + 30 = 12.8 rolls.

12.8 minus 1.5 (deduction for 2 windows and 1 door) = 11.3 rolls.

You'll need 12 single rolls.

If you plan to paper the ceiling, check the Room Estimating Chart for the rolls

needed.

WALL ESTIMATING CHART

Distance Single Rolls for Wall Area Number of

of Height of Calling Yards for

Wall 8 Feet 9 Feot 10 Feet Borders
6 2 2 2 3
8 2t03 3 3 3
10 3to4 4 4 4
12 4 4 4 5
14 4 4 5 5
16 4t05 5 6 6
18 5 6 6 7
20 6 6 7 7
22 6to7 7 8 8
24 7 7 8 9
26 7t08 8 9 9
NOTE: Design repeat of pattern and length of

roli may increase your rollage

ROOM ESTIMATING CHART

Distance Single Roils for Wall Areas Number  Single

Around Height of Celling Yards Rolls
Room for for
inFeet BFeet  9Fest 10Feet Borders Ceilings
28 8 8 10 11 2
30 8 8 10 11 2
32 8 10 10 12 2
34 10 10 12 13 4
36 10 10 12 13 4
38 10 12 12 14 4
40 11 12 12 15 4
42 12 12 14 15 4
44 12 13 14 16 4
46 13 14 15 17 6
48 14 14 16 17 6
50 14 15 16 18 6

102" -

If wall is unusually
broken up, write down
measurements on a
diagram so your deal-
er can calculate num-
ber of rolis you'll

. 2
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You already have many of the tools you'll ne

19b. The tools and materials numberzd 1to 13?3%?&%?:
tion are those that are used in any wallcovering hanging job.
A few of the remaining tools numbered 14 to 23 will usually
be needed. Fpr example, if you're hanging pre-pasted wali-
covering you'll need a water tray (14), for wall preparation
you may need wall size (21) or you may need a pasting

brush (18). (The numbered comments will show what you
need and don’t need.)

1. Yardstick—for measuring.

2. Scissors—for cutting and trimming.

3. Stepladder

4. Razor knife with plenty of single-edge blades—for
trimming at ceiling, baseboard, frames, windows. A
self-feeding type of razor knife is another recommend-
ed alternative.

5. Seam roller—for pressing and setting seams (except
with flocked walicovering!)

6; xVigfie wallscraper, at least 4"'—for trimming with razor

nife.

7. String, colored chalk and weight for plumb line or
carpenter’s level (23).

8. Smoothing brush—short nap for vinyl wallcoverings,

long nap for wallpaper, grasscloths, fabrics and most
other wallcoverings.
9. Large sponge and bucket—for rinsing down strips.

by Working Tools

IMPORTANT! Your key working tools are the simple ones.
The razor knife and the wallscraper with which you do all
your trimming will be your best friends. Change blades often
to keep you knife ‘'razor”” sharp. You'll use a natural or

10. Sandpaper and sandpaper block—for sanding patched
areas, glossy painted surfaces, and sand painted walls,
etc. .

11. Drop cloth or brown paper—For protecting fioors,
tables, etc. (Don’t use newspaper; the ink may run.)

12. Screwdriver—For removing switch plates, fixtures.

13. Raised working surface (e.g. kitchen table, two card
tables) unless you don’t mind working on the floor|
Cover working surface with brown kraft paper, or drop
cloth. Never newspaper. The ink may smear your wall-
coverings or flooring.

14. Water tray. For wetting pre-pasted wallcovering.

15. 5’ or 6" Straight Edge. If wallcovering needs trimming.

16. 5’ or 6’ Cutting board. For trimming selvage edges of
untrimmed wallcoverings.

17. Patching plaster or spackling paste.

18. Paste brush for unpasted wallcovering. Or roller or pad
paste applicator.

19. Paste bucket for unpasted wallcovering.

20. Recommended adhesive for unpasted wallcovering.

21. Size (primer sealer)—if needed to prepare walls. (See
page 5).

22. Vinyl-to-vinyl adhesive—for overlapping and special
surfaces.

23. Carpenter’s level.

good quality sponge throughout the job for rinsing each
strip of wallcovering and wiping excess paste from ceiling

and trim areas. (Be sure to change the water in the rinse
bucket every 2 or 3 stips.)




Getting Your
Walls Ready

You're in a h.urry 10 get to the fun part—actually hanging
the wal!cpvenng but slow down long enough to get the walls
ready_; it's the most important secret to making sure your
beautiful t(ansformation will stay that way, year after year.
Wallcovering cannot cling to grease or dirt and many
hous'eholders are shocked to learn that the kitchen walls
aren’t the only ones that harbor grease. Bathroom walls,
too, collect a film from soaps, bath oils, cosmetics, hair
sprays, etc. Wash down the wall with water to which you've
apded Soap powder and some household ammonia, then
rinse thoroughly. Now, if the walls have no cracks or holes
to be patched and are painted with a good quality flat paint,
you can get on to the next preparatory steps. But, if you're
not sure it's a quality paint or if the paint is glossy, find
below the type walls that you have and read the instructions
for preparing those walls.

Unpainted Walls

For unpainted drywall, tape or repair joints with seam tape
and countersink nailheads if not already done. Fill and coat
taped joints and nailheads with joint compound. Prime new
drywall with a primer-sealer. (See proper section on this
page.) If drywall is not primed, it can be damaged later when
wallcovering is removed. Note: Allow a minimum of 24
hours drying time for primer-sealer to cure thoroughly.

Painted Walls

First, remove any peeling paint with a scraper and sand the
surface. Spackle the patched spots and any other cracks or
holes. Use a primer-sealer on the patched areas. Since
wallcovering will not adhere permanently to a surface paint-
ed with inexpensive latex, apply a primer-sealer to the en-
tire wall if you are not sure about the quality of paint.

Glossy or semi-glossy surfaces are too slick to accept
wallcovering adhesives. To “‘dull” them, wash with an extra
strong Tri-Sodium Phosphate solution or a soap and am-
monia solution and thoroughly rinse. Or, sand thoroughly
with coarse sandpaper. Glossy surfaces can also be sized
to accept the wallcovering. Consult your NDPA dealer for
specially prepared products that can also be used on glossy
surfaces so that wallcoverings will adhear properly.

Mildewed Walls

This pesky fungus growth assumes various colors—yellow,
black, green, gray, etc., and flourishes in a moist dark envi-
ronment (bathrooms, basements, closets). If walls have
been exposed to moisture or if you notice dlscolorgd areas,
eliminate any possibility of mildew before applying wall-
covering. Wash walls with a mixture of equal parts of
household bleach and water. Scrub area with a medium soft
brush keeping surface wet till mildew stain is bleached out.
Rinse thoroughly with clear water and letdry. .

To prevent mildew forming under newly hung wallcovering
use the paste or adhesive recommended by the manu-

facturer.

Removing Old
Wallcoverings

Follow the lead of the professionals. Remove old wallcover-
ings. Most professionals use a dry scraping technique and
special scrapers are available at your NDPA dealer for
scraping away several layers of wallcovering. Any residue
remaining can be wiped off with an abrasive pad or steel
wool and warm water. If steel wool is used, rinse thoroughly
so that no particles of the steel wool are left on the wall.

Fabric-backed and other strippable wallcoverings can be
dry-stripped from walls. Pull a corner of the strip at the
baseboard, give a gentle even tug and the entire strip
should come off easily and smoothly. Some vinyl wallcover-
ings will strip off and leave their paper backing which is an.
ideal base over which to hang another wallcovering. So long
as this backing is tight to the wall it acts as a lining paper
and your new wallcovering can go directly over it.
Another way to remove wallcovering is to sponge
walls thoroughly with cold water mixed with a wall-
paper remover additive. After allowing to soak 20
minutes, resoak one section at a time and remove
with a scraper. If water doesn't penetrate, score
face with a scraper or coarse sandpaper. Protect
floor with plenty of brown kraft paper or drop cloth!
Many NDPA dealers also have steamers or pre-
packaged solutions in garden-type sprayer tanksfor
rent that do an excellent job.

Hanging Over Existing
Wallcoverings

If you must hang over existing wallcovering make certain it
is tightly fastened to the wall. If there are any bubbles, cut
an X in the paper over the bubble. Then glue wallcovering
down tightly. Be sure to secure loose seams and edges. All
surfaces of existing wallcovering should be as smooth as
possible.

Level any uneven places with spackle, allow to dry and sand
smooth. Some wallcoverings require sizing or primer-sealer
before new wall-covering can be hung on them. Consult
your NDPA dealer.

When to size a wall

Size serves as a base for preparing old or new surfaces
for wallcovering and can usually be brushed, rolled, or
sponged on the wall. Size acts as a sealer to tie together
any paint pigment or other troublemaking materials on the
surface and separate them from the wallcovering. It also
helps slide the wallcovering into position and is added as-
surance that the wallcovering will stick and that your seamg
will not open later. The size you use is determined by the
wall surface and the type of wallcovering you plan to hang,
Read both the wallcovering and paste manufacturer's in.
structions and consult your NDPA dealer.

When to apply primer-sealer

This is an undercoat which must be used to seal drywalf ang
unpainted plaster walls and any patched or spackied areas
before hanging. Get your NDPA dealer’s rec:ommem-ja"on
for the right primer-sealer. Priming is also recommen '

prevent “‘show through' if you are going to put lightwei h0
or transparent walicovering on a multicolored painteq WQ t
Many primer-sealers are also size coatings ang do all,
necessarily require another size on top of them ber not
hanging wallcovering. forg
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Lining paper is basically blank wallcovering stock which
can be applied to properly prepared walls. Itgcan be in can-
vas, strippable type (even prepasted) and super heavy-
weight. Lining paper is often recommended by manufac-
turers for hang[ng foils, mylars, unbacked fabrics and
grasscloths. It minimizes the possibility of mildew and stain-
ing and maximizes adhesion and in some cases provides a
smoother surface. Whether the lining paper is strippable or
not, it is usually hung horizontally. This is not mandatory,
but it's a safe way to be sure the seams of the lining paper

vering do not fall on the same vertical line. Cut in.
:%%v;glrlggrs sa?ne as with wallcovering. Use the same ag.
hesive for lining paper as you areé using for your top wallcov-
ering and be sure it is thoroughly dry before hanging the
wallcoverings over it (usual!y 36 hours). b
The super heavyweight strippable type of lining paper can
be used directly over properly primed and prepared panel-
ing, tile, cement block and peg board. It bridges the cracks
and grooves making them undetectable after your wallcoy-
ering is hung over the lining paper.

No matter what type of wallcovering you've selected, it's a
good idea to inspect each roll before you begin hanging.
Although every possible precaution has been taken by the
manufacturer and your NDPA dealer to make sure you
receive only the best merchandise, occasionally a flaw or
color deviation slips by. The easiest means of inspection is

simply to reroll each roll, checking out the material as it
passes by. This will not only prevent a disappointment when
you're well into the job but will also help “uncurl” the wall-
covering and make it easier to work with when you actually
start hanging.

If your wallcovering is patterned, check the kind of pattern
match you have. With a straight across match the point of
match goes directly across the strips. A flower or plaid de-
sign, for example, continues in successive strips to form an
overall design. The same part of the pattern in the first and

Note that every other strip is
the same when you have a

‘“drop match” pattern (see below).

(Every strip is the same

Straight Across
Match

Drop Match

(Every other strip isthe

i he ceiling line
at the ceiling line) same at t g line)

following strips should be the same distance from the ceil-
ing line.

A drop match design does not run in a straight line across
the wall but runs diagonally. The design is staggered so only
every other strip is identical at the ceiling line.

Be sure to start the first strip so that the pattern design
is aesthetically pleasing at the ceiling line. For example,
do not split an object at the ceiling line (see below).

Q@ | g =)

Wrong Right
(Starting point at the ceiling)

i Strine
SiNng ol ipo

. v llcovering, the
ing non-patterned or textured wa ‘
anggafggﬂﬁg'? usualﬁl suggests reversing each_ str]p a'\'isn:gg
wallcovering is hung. When this type wallcovering is p

the color may be heavier at one ed B

| : ge than the other. By
reversing each strip, dark edges will butt to dark edges and
light to light, minimizing any color shading.

A preparatory step and a tip

I@ Before you go any further, remove all switch plates, outlet plates and light fixtures from the

r:zno‘u're going to paint the ceiling of floor-moulding, or any of the adjoining walls, paint first

and let dry @ minimum of 24 hours pefore you start to hang.
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PASTING

Unpasted wallcovering

if your adhesive is not pre-mixed prepare it according to
package instructions. Use cold water and mix until the
paste is absolutely lump-free and about the consistency of
gravy—thin enough to brush smoothly, thick enough to per-
mit sliding the paper on the wall. The best tool for mixing the
paste is your hand. Another excellent tool is a French whisk
(Kitchen beater—see illustration).

Turn strip pattern side down on a clean work surface. Paste
only one strip at a time. Use a large paste brush or ap-
plicator pad or roller and foliow a figure 8 motion to apply
paste evenly. Be sure to cover entire area and paste in good

lighting because unpasted areas will show up as blisters on
the wall.

After applying paste to about two thirds of the strip, fold the
top of the strip about two thirds of the way down, allowing
paste to rest against paste, pull the remaining unpasted
strip onto the table, paste that portion and then fold that bot-
tom portion of the strip in the same way back to the folded
top edge (this is called "*booking’"). Do not crease. Allow 3
to 5 minutes after pasting to permit the wallcovering to
“relax’’ before hanging (some manufacturers require
longer soaking time). This will give the wallcovering time to
expand or shrink on the work surface rather than on the wall
causing mismatching or parting of the seams when dry.
Booking is a very important step in your hanging. An addi-
tional benefit with booking is that it makes each strip of wall-
covering easier to handle and to hang.

Apply with
figure 8 motion

Prepasted wallcovering

2 ways to wet the strip .
There are two methods for wetting prepasted wallcovering. One popular method is
to fill a water tray (inexpensive and available at your NDPA dealer) with lukewarm

After allowing
water and place on a towel or dropcloth at the baseboard where first strip is to be

prepasted strip

hung. Set ladder diagonally in front of water tray. Loosely re-roll the first strip from to soak for the
bottom to top with pattern side in, pasted side out. Submerge the rolled strip in proper time, puj
water for the length of time indicated by the manufacturer. Then pull the strip slowly slowly from
out of the water tray, climb ladder, and carry top of strip to the ceiling line. water tray
Still another method is to use the water tray at a convenient table exactly as and lift to
described when working at the baseboard. After pullina the strip slowly from the ceiling line,

tray you lay the pattern side on the table, "“book it"" as described in third. paragraph
of '“Unpasted Wallcovering’’ section {page 7}, and carry immediately to the wall.

NOTE: Prepasted wallcovering has been fully pasted at the factory with the proper
type of paste and we don't recommend any further pasting since the paste you use
may not be compatible with the paste already on the walicovering. e -




We're ready to start hanging now i

wa}lcovenng today is pre-trimgmed a:dndprzl-ggestesg wg?g
going to assume that's the kind you're working with.' If your
wallcovering is untrimmed turn to page 18 for instructions
on how to trim the rolls before pasting. If your wallcovering
isn’t prepasted, no problem. Page 7 also gives instructions
?r?ehr%v; r:]o paste. Then come back here and follow us around

P,

The least conspicuous corner of the room is a good starting
point. To.make sure your first strip of wallcovering is hung
?ruly vertical, measure a distance from the corner that is 1/2
inch Jess than the width of the wallcovering. Mark, with a
pencil, three such measurements—near the ceiling, mid-
way down the wall and near the baseboard. Now tack a
wetghged string that has been chalked at the ceiling line or
moulding so that it drops to the mark that is nearest to the
corner of the three measurements taken. Hold the string
taut at the bottom and snap against the wall. You will line up
your first strip with the resulting chalk line (if you don’t have
chalk handy, secure the string, after it is still, with another
tack or tape at the baseboard. Then pencil a vertical line
with your yardstick along the path of the string.)

An excellent alternative to using a chalked string to make a
plumb line is to use a carpenter’s level—the longer, the bet-
ter. Make your three measurements exactly as described
above, mark with a pencil and then use the carpenter’s level
to draw a straight vertical line with the pencil at the mark
nearest to the corner. Always use a pencil to draw these
lines, ink from an ink or marking pen may bleed through the
wallcovering after it is hung.

Plumb line mark on wall

Measurement assumes use of 27"’ wallcoverings

26 1/2”
\1 k :
! Vi
]
Start !
here ” :- 7
1
|
]
[ ————
o
]
174 b o
Plumb line
position
for first
strip

Making a plumb line using a carpenters level




The First Strip

Place the wet or pasted strip high on the wall so that It
overlaps at the ceiling joint approximately two inches. Line
up one edge of the strip with plumb line so that the other

edge laps into corner of the wall.

Give the upper section of the strip a couple of horizontal
strokes at the ceiling line to force it into ceiling corner.
Follow with down strokes as illustrated. Your NDPA dealer
can recommend the right smoothing brush for the type of

wallcovering you're hanging.

(see illustration).

the corner of the wall.

This will assure a straight, even cut.

Position wallcovering to line
up next to plumb line.

2y

%y

sk by

1\ ,.

. Step .down from the ladder and slide the lower section (open
first if folded) carefully into position using the palms of the
hands. Check for alignment with the plumb line, then
smooth.agaih using down strokes as illustrated. Then use
your scissors to snip a diagonal cut at the ceiling corner

Whgn paper is positioned even with the plumb line, smooth
again over the entire strip. Remove any air bubbles and be
sure the 1/2-inch overlap is firmly secured into and around

Now use your wall scraper as a guide for your razor knife
and trim at the ceiling and baseboard. Rinse wallcovering
thoroughly to remove any excess adhesive. Be sure to also
rinse any adhesive off the ceiling and baseboard.

Use wall scraper as guide for trimming at ceiling and base-
board. Cut on side of scraper away from wall. Note that the
scraper is always held between the wallcovering and the
razor knife. Move the scraper along the wall, but always
keep the blade of the razor knife in contact with the wall.

plumb
line

st

Make diagonal cut at ceiling
¢ corner to avoid wrinkling
and to make it easier to
wrap the half inch overlap

c around the corner

g

5

Measure length
of first strip
at wall plus
at least 4”

Professionals brush strokes in the direction and

sequence indic
Avoid any horizonta
Excess paste must be wiped
off immediately with a
damp cloth or sponge

(3]

i
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| strokes except at the ceiling line.




To hang the second strip, take the rol| to the wall and after
matching the pattern to the edge of the first strip, again
measure and cut a length two inches above the ceiling line
and two inches below the baseboard. After the new strip
has been properly soaked or pasted bring the two strips
together so patterns match and form a seam by butting the
edges without overlapping. Start at the ceiling line but try to
match the first three feet of the strip you're hanging to the
strip already on the wall. Slide the strip into position before
excessive smoothing. To avoid the possibility of stretching
wallcovering, use the palms of the hands and work at the
center of the strip as much as possible when positioning
each strip.

As you hang strips (and it's always best to finish with one
roll before starting on the next), rinse each entire strip with
a wet sponge to remove any paste on the surface. Be sure
to thoroughly rinse ceilings, baseboards, moulding, etc. to
remove any excess paste. Use clean water for rinsing.
Change rinse water after hanging two or three strips.

After each wall is completed, use a seam roller and roll the
seams with a firm but not excessive pressure. Keep the
seam roller clean and free of paste.

Reminder: Do not roll seams of flocked or embossed
paper. See page 20.

Second Strip booked

w

plate or

ture.

ical current. Remove the switch
e o ozlt?:tt rplate, if you haven't a}ready done
so, and hang right over the outlet. With your cut-
tin'g knife, carefully cut away the wa:ll;;over;pg
around the hole and then replace the plate or fix-

First
strip

E—
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Don't try to pre-cut the wallcovering to fit around
doors and windows before you hang it. Paper right
over the edge when you come to a door or window
(see illustration 1). After cutting excess away with
SCissors, make diagonal cuts at the corners (see il-
lustration 2). Then use a scraper and razor knife to
trim aro_und window or door frame (see illustration
3). Continue to match the pattern without interrup-
tion .above and below window by using matching
sections from full-width strips.

Note: Treat a fireplace in the same manner as a win-
dow or door.

When you have a wide window that requires more than two
strips of wallcovering across the top and you're hanging a
patterned wallcovering, a mismatch of 1/4-inch to 1/2-inch
can often result at the last bottom strip when you hang your
next full strip alongside the window.

(See illustrations) This happens because when the first strip
(A) is hung it may have a tendency to slightly stretch as you
hang around the window. As each succeeding short strip
below the window (B2 & C2 in illustration) is hung, the pat-
tern goes further off, becoming very apparent when the
next long strip (D) is hung around the righthand side of the
window. This mismatch of strip “D”’ can be minimized by
the following steps. Do not trim the excess wallcovering on
strips “B2" and “C2" at the window sill or the baseboard.
Hang strip *‘D"" as you normally would and than make slight
up or down adjustments on the bottom strips (B2 and C2) to
minimize the mismatch. Once you are satisfied, trim the ex-
cess wallcovering on strips ‘B2”, ucodbiand it
Remember, you cannot completely eliminate the mismatch,
but you can minimize it by using the preceding steps.




Handling Special Areas (cont)

12

Inside Corners

When you come to an inside cor
ner, measure the di
Lr:ngi rt‘t;z ?g%r?' of the last strip hung to the corngf %'3?33:
IS measurement. Mark this m .

length of your next strip and cut it i easuremen_t Ny

; s _ » Saving the leftover piece
Now hang the first strip, slitting it di ing

: g it diagonally at the ceil

and baseboard for ease of handling where )i,t goes a:n;:g
the corner. Now measure the remaining piece and drop

1 this measurement plus 1/2”
should be cut the length of
next strip so that the strip
will wrap 1/2"” around corner

Qutside Corners

Unless adjoining walls to an outside corner are badly out of
line, the most practical way to proceed when you come to
the corner is to wrap the strip you're hanging around the
corner (snip the two inch overhang at ceiling and baseboard
so it will be easy to wrap the strip around the new wall).
Since no ceiling or corner is truly straight you may have to
tolerate a slight pattern drop or slant at the ceiling line when
butting the next strip on the new wall.

For this reason, when you know you'll be hanging aroqnd an
outside corner you should start on the longer wall.' This way
any pattern drop at the ceiling line caused by an imperfect
corner will be on the shorter wall and inconspicuous. One
very important thing to remember when r{angtng around
outside corners is to eliminate any trapped air at the corner.
To do this, simply be sure that when you wrap around the
corner edge you smooth the wallcovering strip tight.

Ending at an Outside Gorner

When you are not going to cover the wall adjoining the out-
side corner be sure to cut baqk 1/8" from the edge of the
corner—this will eliminate fraying or peeling from the edge.
This 1/8"" will not be noticeable since it will be the same col-

or as the paint on the adjoining wall.

2 measure width of remaining
portion of strip and make a
new plumb line this dis-
tance from corner

a plumb line this distance from the corner. Hang your re-
maining piece using your néw plumb line as a guide. This
strip will overlap the half-an-inch portion of the preceding
piece that came around the corner. If you are hanging a
vinyl wallcovering be sure to secure this overlap in the cor-
ner with vinyl-to-vinyl adhesive. Rinse off any excess adhe-
sive Immediately.

3 remaining strip will overlap
the 1/2" that wrapped
around the corner

%+, 1 (if using
vinyl wallcovering be sure to
secure overlap with vinyl to

4
1t 4
4

Be sure to
smooth wallcovering
tight

Cut back
1/8” from edge




-

e

Always hang the ceiling before the walls. Hang strips the short way
ta(():rhoesls thoeuroom. Shorter strips are easier to handle. Ask someone

fey qhy l: then one person can hold the strip of wallcovering
whi e other one positions the strip being hung; never stand
totally underneath the strip (see illustration). It’s 3136 easier if you
make a scaffold by placing a plank between two ladders.

Make a guide line for the ceiling in the same wa

Deduct 1/2-inch from the width of the ceilingyvzgﬁc%yg&g aalLSd
measure Trom.each side of the ceiling. Place tacks at each end and
attach chalk line. Plan to end the ceiling wallcovering on the less
critical side of the room, perhaps just above the main entrance. Be
sure to remove any electrical fixtures.

Qut, paste anq fold ceiling strips as for wall hanging, adding about 4
mphes to ceiling width to provide a two inch overlap on end walls.
Line up the first strip on the plumb line which will give you a 1/2"
oyerlap on the adjoining wall. Be sure to snip the corner with a
diagonal cut (see page 9). Smooth as you position the wallcovering
along the plumb line (see page 9). Important tips to remember are
to keep a smoother in your hand and always keep your hands no
farther apart than two feet. If you start reaching, chances are the
vyallcovenng will start to fall. Keep your hands close together. Con-
tinue with additional strips to complete the ceiling, butting seams
as on walls. Rinse strips as you go with a wet sponge. Change rinse
water frequently. After strips have been hung 10 to 15 minutes roll
and lightly press seam with a seam roller. Trim excess wallcovering
from walls if you are going to cover ceiling only. But, when you are
planning to hang the side walls trim the ceiling wallcovering so
there’s 1/4"" left on each wall.

If your ceiling wallcoveririg has a pattern and you plan to use it on
the walls as well, keep in mind that only one wall can be matched to
the ceiling. You'll want this to be the wall most frequently looked at.
For example, in a bathroom this wall would normally be the mirror
or vanity wall.

For this wall, trim the ceiling wallcovering so there is an excess of
1 /4"-inch left for the wall (see illustration 1). When you hang strips
for this wall start with a match on the ceiling, force the strip tightly
into the corner, and smooth strip to the wall (see illustration 2).
Then score the overlapped wallcovering with a pencil at the corner
of the ceiling, peel the strip back from the ceiling and cut on the
penciled line with a scissors (see illustration ?—nnserts). Press the
strip back into the ceiling corner (se€ illustration 3). (Be sure to use
an adhesive recommended by your NDPA dealer for the 1 4"
wallcovering overlap at the ceiling line.) You have now achieved a
match of the pattern from ceiling to wall.

1/4" strip onto wall score with pencil

P\
v-!\

;&
{
|
|

pull back and cut
with scissors

Finished matched strj

with 1/4” overlap — wall

strip over ceiling strip

P

13



To hang around an arch, simply wrap a {

the wallcovering strip around the insi‘zje %?Li;éwzgépwc(zgz ?|f 1
!ustration 1). Trim down this two-inch wraparound to 1/2
!nch from the edge of the wall (see illustration 2). If the arch
is curved, take your scissors and make small cuts about 1/2
inch apart (see illustration 3). This will eliminate any

wrinkles in the wallcovering on the inside of the arch due to
its curvature.

wrap around
‘ about 2" of

l’ wallcovering /
i
J l

To hang inside the arch, cut a matching strip half an inch narrower than the width of the inside of the
arch. Cut your strip long enough to start hanging from the top of the arch, and go down the sides.
W_hevn hanging, ove_rl.al'p 1/4 inch, leaving 1/4 inch from the edge. (This is important because it
eliminates the possibility of the wallcovering fraying or peeling back at the overlapped edge.) Each
side strip will match the adjacent wall and the mismatch of butting the two strips at the inside top of
the arch will not detract from the overall appearance.

As mentioned previously, if you are hanging vinyl wallcoverings, use vinyl-to-vinyl adhesive for the 1/4
inch overlap on the inside of the arch.

i

While there are a number of methods for hanging casement type windows, the
following is one of the easiest methods.

First Step—When you reach the

casement window (here working

from left to right), hang the strip of
— wallcovering that will overlap the
casement as shown making sure that
the strip is tightly hung. Trim off ex-
cess at ceiling and baseboard as
usual. Make a horizontal cut with
your scissors midway between the
top and the bottom of the casement.
Cut to within about one inch of the
left side of the casement.

2

|

l

|
1 1 'y 17 " Second Step—From the end of |
- your horizontal cut, make a vertical
cut upward, then at a 45 degree dia-
gonal to the upper corner of the
> F casement. Do exactly the same thing
4‘ Jl- 3 downward to the lower corner of the

Vit

casement.

4 Third Step—To cover the case-

¢ ment, press both the upper and

3 " lower flaps of wallcoverings onto the
L " top and bottom of the casement re-
cess, smooth and trim at the window
frame. The narrow vertical flap
should then be pressed onto the left

o ) » ’
= et / edge of the casement.

Start at the top of

1

he arch and go

down the sides

3V

Make
$ small cuts
about 1/2"
apart

1/4" from
edge

\ overlap

8§ Fourth Step—To finish the job.
T measure and cut a matching piece of
wallcovering to cover the side of |

e

i 25 iy the casement. Be sure this piece is ©
: 5 placed 1/4” from outer edge to elimi- -4
1k Lé/ nate fraying and long enough to over- L
lap by about 1/4 of an inch the flaps L ]
on the top and bottom. Note : If using ; e

a vinyl wallcovering, use special ad-

J ; hesive available at your NDPA dee{/er
; for overlaps. After hanging and trim-
ming this piece, continue hanging

' your wallcovering over the other side

of the casement by the same

method.

overlap

~~ overlap




it the top of
thand go
‘he sides

Make
small cuts
about 172"
apart

/4" from
edge

e

ei—

—_—
7

1

) |

h - il .
gntjs?\reu‘ssen; \’rv%%'g to get bghmd the radiator with a smoothing
covering =S $r:1eyaxgﬁncg or radiator brush to smooth wall-
. Don’t leave wallcove i
loose. Cut off excess length before smoothing behind”rr;gdi:tzrr‘gmg

To re-glue loose edges, pull away enough
of the strip to get a thin coat of the proper
adhesive underneath. Press down firmly for
a few minutes, smooth out air bubbles and

wipe away excess adhesive with a damp

sponge.

To repair a tear, place a larger piece of i

over the tear so that it makes a% exact I:;f:x??:\lfr?;izl:lﬁ
covering on the wall. Then double cut with a razor knife
;hrough.both layers of the wallcovering around the tear (see
illustration). Remove both layers, clean the exposed wall
area and repaste the new outer piece into the area. After 15
minutes I]ghtly seam roll the fitted edge. (An irregular, wavy
cut possibly following the design in the wallcoverihg wili
make your cut less noticeable and will “‘disappear’” better

into the pattern).

Cut through both layers

Clean area,
repaste new
piece in position,

Place larger piece in an irregular cut and tightly
Tear over tear or follow pattern. Remove both layers seam roll
o ™ =
2 5

Switch plates, electrical
from the appearance ofa
should be finished with t
wall for that professional “designer look."

Procedure:
/
& y
vt
I e
4 (T&] ﬂ
R e En ;
' el 3
Take a dry scrap piece of wallcovering
and cut out the design which matches the

area around the switch (see illustration).

Then place this dry piece over the mount-
ed switch plate and mark the corners with

outlets, etc. should not take away
wallcovering job. If possible, they
he same material as hung on the

a dot made with a sharp pencil point. (see

illustration) Remove plate and then paste

the front side of the plate and the back-

side of the wallcovering with a *vinyl-to-

vinyl”” adhesive (some chrome and plastic

switch plates may require a prime coat s0
the adhesive will hold).

Then cut the corners as shown with a
razor knife or scissors.

NOTE: Be sure you have the corner
marks lined up.

After cutting, wrap the excess wallcover-
ing around the plate and press firmly
down (holding till it sticks thoroughly)—
then rinse and let dry.

Waste areas

[N

Cut with
S razor blade
This is the ;
back side o
of plate

=

After allowing switch plate to dry thor-
oughly then take a razor blade and cut out
the openings (for the small screw open-
ings, a small nail can be used to puncture
through the wallcovering).

Put plate back on the wall for a perfect
match.



Hanging For

The Decorator Look

. .
Covering Doors & Cabinets

To cover doors, folding screens, or cabi V) -

ing first remove any hardware. Then paigfésomgzrmilfg:deér
around the door with a color that blends or contrasts with
the wa||cover_|ng. After paint is thoroughly dried, position
the wallcovering to match the pattern on any adjoir'ﬁng walls
and trim the wallcovering 1/8'" from the outside edge. This
yvl!l eliminate any fraying or peeling back of the walléover-
ing. Ask your NDPA dealer what primers and adhesives to

use when applying the wallcovering to varnish
plastic or metal surfaces. g i

Paint a one-inch border around door

Trim back wallcovering 1/8”

Covering Over
Paneling & Wall Tile

There are a number of methods for covering paneling (real
wood, photo finish, plastic, laminate, etc.) and tile (plastic,
metal, ceramic, etc.) with wallcoverings, but there are two
methods that are the most foolproof. The first method is to
wash and rinse the surface thoroughly. Then apply a primer
sealer (consult your NDPA dealer for the proper type) and
patch seams with ready mix spackling compound. (Some-
times two coats of the spackling compound are necessary if
the grooves between the tile or paneling are deep.) Allow
the spackling compound to dry thoroughly, sand, and then
reapply primer sealer. Once this has dried thoroughly, you'll
have a smooth surface over which to hang your wallcover-

ing. You can even hang over the tile capping! The first step
for the second method is to also wash and rinse the surface
and apply a primer sealer (again, consult your NDPA dealer
for the proper type of primer sealer). Then, apply a super
heavy weight strippable lining paper (see page 6) with ready
mix vinyl adhesive making sure your seams do not line up
wm) the grooves of the paneling or tile. Allow 36 hours for
gjrynng and ther) hang your wallcovering directly over the lin-
ing paper ; again laying out so your wallcovering seams do
not fall on the same seams as the lining paper. The Super
heavy weight strippable lining paper bridges over these
grooves to give you a smooth surface.

TN otom A -



Murals come in panel strips that ar i
extra material at top and bottom sg gfnc;;végz
be raised or lowered on the wall. A common
mistake with murals is to hang the scene too
high. The scene should “float” into the furni-
ture. If the scene does not cover the entire wall
you can buy background panels (individual
strips or rolls) to fill out the area on each side
Pencil a vertical line at the midway point of the
wall. If the mural has an even number of panels
mark ;he width of the panels from this line to left
and right and draw new verticals. Continue till
you have marked panel widths to each corner of
the wall. If there are an odd number of panels
measure half the panel distance left and right
from the center vertical then continue meas-
uring full panel widths left and right to the cor-
ners.

The corner strips will probably not measure full
panel widths but this measurement will be the
width of the starting background panel. Using
this measurement take a plumb line and hang
corner to corner as you would with regular wall-
covering.

Before hanging, draw a horizontal line where
the bottom of the mural should start. (Be sure to
use a pencil and not a ball point or marking
pen). Be sure it starts at the top of a furniture
piece or slightly below.

Graphics are

bt

another name for murals. They are usually

murals where the pattern or scene goes from ceiling to
floor. Not all of these type murals come in ceiling to floor
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Bottom of mural floats
into furniture

strips like conventi
large squares of rectangles (for example, 54" x 36"), but
they are hung just as any other wallcovering.

onal murals. Instead, many come in

Edors 8 5o i a con-
B re used to complement wallcovering or as
ot start at an inCONSPICUOUS

i jan fold, aste-to-paste and pattern-
e Lo e creage. Gradually unfold border
wall and thoroughly
t the type of
yls and other
hold the long fold-

ed strip as you aré smoothing itinto position.

trast to painted walls. To hang,

to-pattern. Fold but do not ¢
as you smooth it into position on the
rinse as you go- Ask your

adhesive to use when hanging borders over vin

wallcoverings. It helps to have someoneé

ACCORDIAN FOLD

NDPA dealer abou




Trimming

straightedge and pull the remainder of the strip onto the table.
Repeat and continue the same procedure as on the first part of
the strip. Change your razor plade after cutting each full strip.

The second method for trimming untrimmed wa_llcovering is to
do it after it is pasted. Except for the strip being passted and
“booked,” this method is exactly the same as the first. (For
“booking’’ directions, see page 7)) $Ince you will !_)e cutting
through two layers of wallcovering, it is imp,qr(tant |t|? htnetg;:_‘ tg)e
edges of the strip perfectly when you "‘book see illustration 3).
De%ending on the wallcovering, with this method the stralgptedge
is placed on the outside edge of the strip 10 avoid creasing the
folds of the *'book.” o

r
Remember, when you measure and mark your wallcovering 1ol
trimming try to splita design pattern so thaj itwill mat_ch up to thg
other side. Often, before you even start, it is best to simply ct;t [¢]
about a foot from the end of the roll, trim one side and maftfc upr;
This will help you determine exactly how much to trim of eac
side of the strip.
Consult your NDPA dealer on which trimming method he recom-
mends for the untrimmed wallcovering you have selected.

Fom
Untrimmed
Wall :
aticoverin
There are two methods f a
s for trimming off the ex i i
edge from wallcovering that has nc:;g been facteor)c/e:rse-u?r?r:‘:m:g e
(such as handprints, murals, grasscloths, fabrics, etc.) With either ba
method, the too|§ you'll need are a five or six foot metal straight- the
ed?e. a razor knife wi}h extra razor blades, and a five or six foot m
tst?etbg::ghg board with the wood grain running the length of
The first method is to trim the wallcovering d f i ;
Lay the wallcovering strip pattern side upgon?h(:igt(t?ngaggzgg: \ 1
!;l::ter aytc":r: s:)ral(ahtedge on the pattern side of the trim marks (see ex
i i . (If you are trimming very delicate wallcoverings, -————E .
such as ﬂoqks and foils, place your straightedge on the outs?de } AD& AL ﬁ _—1 ?I::
edge to avgnd marking or creasing the wallcovering face.) Then - <3 - &
measure with a metal ruler from the outside edge being sure you JB @, Y at
are splitting a design pattern that will match up to the other side - M Wi
(see illustration). (Do not necessarily follow the trim marks that AN NS v ‘
may already be printed on the edge of the wallcovering—they E - 2)
may not be accurate.) Using this measurement, mark the edge of % U1 SL
the strip lightly with a pencil at at least three points. K ! th
Now, line up your straightedge with the pencil marks. (Place the 1 l ne
straightedge on the pattern side of the marks unless you are trim- . id
ming delicate wallcoverings such as those mentioned above. In Stralghte_dge on the de
that case, place it on the outside edge.) Place your left hand on pattern side of trim marks Splitting a design ar
the straightedge about one third the way from the right hand end. pattern that will match Tl
With your fingers together and your thumb at a right angle to up to the other side lin
them, apply slight downward pressure to the straightedge so it will t
not slip out of position. Then with your right hand, place your razor v
knife against the straightedge in a vertical position (see illustra- rr
tion 3 and 4). Be sure the knife is held in the paim of your hand c
and do not cut at an angle to the straightedge (this would produce ¥
a slight bevel and the seams will not butt perfectly on the wall). %
Draw the knife firmly, cutting entirely through the wallcovering. \
As you proceed, move your left hand toward the other end of the f
straightedge, but do not lift your knife from the cutting board or <
wallcovering. This will always assure you a true and even trim. ;
When you come to the end of the board, lift the knife and €
C
b
1
i

Be sure
blade is at 90"
angle to cutting surface

Put straightedge on
outside edge of strip to
avoid creasing the folds

Booked
wallcovering
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This method of applying adhesive is gaining much popular-
ity because of the care of application and hanging of cer-
tain types of wallcoverings (such as mylars and foils).
However, there are two very important cautions you should
be aware of before you consider using this method. Read
these first before going on to the instructions for this
method.

1) Never paste the wall if the wallcovering you are using will
expand, stretch or shrink. Most wallcoverings manufac-
tured and sold today will expand or shrink on the wall and
this will later result in the opening or puckering of seams.
Or spaces and gaps may appear showing the wall beneath
at the ceiling or baseboard line where the wallcovering
was trimmed.

2) Never apply paste to an unsealed (primed and/or sized)
surface. If the surface is not primed and/or sized properly,
the adhesive you apply will *‘dry” too quickly and thus may
not be “‘wet”’ enough to absorb into the backing of your
wallcovering to hold it to the wall. (Consult your NDPA
dealer for the proper preparation products for priming
and/or sizing your walls.)

The best method for pasting the wall is to first mark vertical
lines with a pencil where each wallcovering strip will fall on
the wall. Then apply your adhesive (probably a ready mix
variety—consult your NDPA dealer) with a quality 3/8 inch
medium nap roller cover. Coat only the area that will be
covered by your first strip plus an extra half inch beyond the
vertical line. The adhesive should be applied just as you
would paint being sure you apply a nice even stipple coat.
You will also need a nylon paint brush to coat the wall sur-
face next to the ceiling and the baseboard. Then take your
strip of wallcovering (allowing the usual extra two inches at
the ceiling and baseboard) and reroll it pattern side in. Start
at the ceiling line and with your smoother carefully bring it
down smoothing as you go. It is very important that you
keep your eyes on either the plumb line or on the edge of
the strip already hung rather than on the strip you're hang-
ing. Otherwise the strip you're hanging may not fall straight
and you may not be able to slide it as easily into place for a
perfect match. Your smoothing should be done a foot at a
time and always with a downward stroke as you unroll the

strip.

Next, trim the excess wallcovering at the ceiling and base-
board and rinse thoroughly. You'll also want to rinse your
smoother since it will pick up some paste from the extra half
inch of wall that was pasted and not covered by the strip.

On your next strips, follow the same procedure as on the
first. Unless your wallcovering is a flock or stainable, apply
the adhesive a half an inch onto the face of the wallcovering
strip already on the wall. This will assure adequate paste at

the seam.

Again, keep clean rinse water and a good sponge (don’t.use
paper towels or rags) handy at all times. Chgnge your rinse
water frequently (after every two or three strips).

strip will fall

Use a nylon brush to
coat the wall surface
next to the ceiling or
baseboard

Mark vertical lines with a ‘
pencil where each wallcovering

Paste only area
to be covered
by the strip you
are to

hang, plus 2"
beyond the
vertical line.

Hanging the first
unpasted strip
to the pasted wall

Position the
wallcovering to
line up with
the plumb line




Special Things

You Should Know
About Glamour Wallcoverings

VINYLS are wallcovering with a continuous flexible film ap-
plied to a fabric or paper backing. Many are pre-pasted.
Paperbacked vinyls come strippable and non-strippable.
Fabric backs are strippable. All non-pasted require a vinyl
adhesive. Since there are several kinds—powder, liquid,
pre-mixed—get your NDPA dealer’s recommendation.

“WET LOOK” VINYLS: Hang as you would regular vinyl
wallcoverings—but wall preparation is more critical to ob-
tain a smoother wall since the glossy look of a *‘wet look’’
vinyl will highlight any defect on the wall. Also care should
be taken not to touch or ““finger’" the wallcovering while it is
drying on the wall (in some cases the adhesives take 3 to 4
days to dry) or your imprint will show when it dries.

FOILS AND MYLARS require a perfect surface. Read
manufacturer’s directions carefully. Many recommend a
lining paper (see page 6).

Foils conduct electricity if allowed to come in contact with
exposed wires. Turn off current and cut foil clean around
electrical outlets for safe clearance with any metal.
Because of the delicacy of some foils and mylars, many
times the adhesive should be applied to the wall (see page
19). Use a pre-mixed type of vinyl adhesive. It is best ap-
plied with a short, medium nap 3/8" roller, rolling paste on
smoothly to an even texture. Roll no more than 1/2”’ beyond
the area to be covered by each strip. Immediately after roll-
ing, hang the strip and, before paste dries, work out air bub-
bles with a soft smoother or medium nap paint roller to
avoid scratching the surface. If an air bubble develops that
cannot be smoothed to wall, puncture it with a pin and press
down. Be sure to rinse off excess adhesive immediately.
Many mylars require drying with a soft cloth after rinsing to
avoid water marks.

FLOCKS have raised fibers, usually nylon, applied in a
design to simulate the look of velvet. To preserve the velve-
ty look, avoid hard over-brushing in smoothing the flocked
wallcovering to the wall. Never use a seam roller to press
down seams. Gently tap with edge of a smoothing brush.
If any paste gets on the face of the flock, remove immedi-
ately by rinsing with a clean damp sponge.

Cut and hang one strip at a time rinsing as you go._Atter
flocked wallcovering is completely dry, set the direction of
the flocked fiber by gently brushing with a soft brush. Start
at ceiling line and use long vertical strokes.

GRASSCLOTH AND CORK: These imports are “‘nature’s”
products and generally have a paper backing. Use conven-
tional wheat paste but avoid excessive soaking that might
cause the material to separate from the paper backing. Lin-
ing paper is also generally recommended (see page 6).

TEXTILE FABRICS AND BURLAPS should be applied with
a non-staining paste. Trim, paste and hang one strip at a
time and avoid excessive soaking. Fabrics must be pre-
shrunk if they have no backing. After pre-shrinking test a
sample to determine how heavily paste should be applied
and if paste can be washed away without leaving a stain.
Generally apply paste to wall. Lining paper is usually recom-
mended. (Your NDPA dealer can advise you.) A SOFT
ROLLER, PAD SMOOTHER OR CLEAN HANDS ARE BEST
FOR SMOOTHING FABRIC INTO PLACE. SEAM ROLLERS
ARE GENERALLY TABOO ON FABRICS, GRASSCLOTHS,
FOILS, FLOCKS AND MYLARS. THEY CAN EASILY FLAT-
TEN OR BURNISH THE SEAMS. YOUR FINGERS OR THE
GENTLE TAPPING OF A SMOOTHING BRUSH WILL KEEP
SEAMS DOWN.

SYNTHETICS (TYVEK, FASTBAC, REMAY, ETC.): These
are the new breed of strippable wallcoverings. Their sur-
faces are very smooth and durable and many come pre-
pasted. These wallcoverings generally do not change their
physical shape after pasting. Check with your NDPA dealer
on the proper adhesives for the “‘new”” synthetic wallcoverings.

Care of Wallcoverings:

Wallcovering, properly hung, will last for years. Most of
today’s wallcoverings, even elegant-looking flocks, are
washable. Clean your wallcovering with a sudsy solution of
mild soap and lukewarm water. Wash with sponge starting
at bottom of wall, working upward, using overlapping cir-
cular strokes. Thorough rinsing is always essential. To in-
crease washability, stain resistance and color retention on
some wallcoverings, such as fabrics,can be coated with a
clear plastic coating. See your NDPA dealer for these products.




